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Incidence of impoverishing out-of-pocket payments 
across the European Union and the UK
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Incidence of catastrophic health spending 

across the European Union and the UK
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The poorest households are most likely to incur 

catastrophic out-of-pocket payments

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70
Ir

e
la

n
d

 2
0

1
6

U
K

 2
0

1
9

S
lo

v
e

n
ia

 2
0

2
2

S
w

e
d

e
n

 2
0

1
5

F
ra

n
c
e

 2
0

1
7

G
e

rm
a

n
y
 2

0
1

8

D
e
n
m

a
rk

 2
0
1
5

S
p

a
in

 2
0

2
0

C
ro

a
ti
a

 2
0

1
9

F
in

la
n

d
 2

0
1

6

L
u

x
e

m
b

o
u

rg
 2

0
2

0

A
u

s
tr

ia
 2

0
2

0

S
lo

v
a

k
ia

 2
0

2
3

C
y
p

ru
s
 2

0
1

5

B
e
lg

iu
m

 2
0
2
0

C
z
e

c
h

ia
 2

0
2

3

M
a

lt
a

 2
0

1
5

E
s
to

n
ia

 2
0

2
0

P
o

rt
u

g
a

l 
2

0
2

2

It
a

ly
 2

0
2

2

P
o

la
n

d
 2

0
2

1

L
it
h

u
a

n
ia

 2
0

2
1

G
re

e
c
e
 2

0
2
3

H
u

n
g

a
ry

 2
0

1
5

R
o

m
a

n
ia

 2
0

1
5

L
a

tv
ia

 2
0

1
6

B
u
lg

a
ri
a
 2

0
1
8

H
o

u
se

h
o

ld
s 

(%
)

Average Poorest

Source: UHC watch (2026) 

https://apps.who.int/dhis2/uhcwatch/#/


Households with catastrophic health spending and out-of-pocket 

payments as a share of current spending on health, latest available year

Source: UHC watch (2026) 
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Public spending on health as a share of GDP (%)
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Out-of-pocket payments as a share of current spending on 
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Public spending on health as a share of government spending (%)
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Avoidable mortality and public spending on health as a share of GDP
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UHC Watch
A digital platform tracking progress
on affordable access to health care
in Europe and central Asia

Sign up for updates

from WHO Barcelona

bit.ly/whobarsignup

Visit UHC watch:
bit.ly/uhcwatch

All #WHOBarcelona resources
now available on #UHC watch

https://confirmsubscription.com/h/d/0BA400B38F94A681
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/d/0BA400B38F94A681
https://bit.ly/whobarcelonaupdates
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