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Climate change and human health. McMichael AJ et al. Lancet 2006



The Lancet Countdown on health and climate change



Indicators distributed in 5 dimensions from impacts to politics

1. Climate change impacts, exposures, and vulnerabilities

2. Adaptation, planning and resilience for health

3. Mitigation actions and health co-benefits 

4. Economics and finance 

5. Politics and governance 



The 2024 report of the Lancet CD Europe
Heat related mortality

Headline finding(s): 
Heat attributable mortality rate increased by  17.2 deaths per 100 000 inhabitants in Europe during the last 
decade (2013-2022) compared to the previous decade (2003-2012)

Increase in heat-related mortality was almost twice as high in women compared to men

Europe (654 regions in 32 countries) 62,700 heat-related deaths 
during the Summer of 2024; 181,000 in summers 2022-24

Spain: 6473 in 2024; 27.123 in 2022-24.



The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate
change. 



Figure 16: Summary of 
the evolving links 
between health and 
climate change since 
1990



The 2024 report of the Lancet CD Europe 
National assessments of CC impacts & adaptation

In 2021 10 of 22 countries had conducted a vulnerability and adaptation assessments, but only 2 
reported the development of new or revised health policies / programmes. 



The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and 
climate change. 



The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and 
climate change. 



Section 3: Mitigation and cobenefits 
3.5 Health sector emissions and harms

Headline finding(s): 
• WHO European region healthcare sector 

contributed 330 MtCO2e (356 kgCO2e per person)
in 2020

• This was a 3% per capita increase compared with 
2010

• High-quality healthcare (using life expectancy as a 
proxy) can be achieved with lower emissions 

• Regional air pollution related to European health 
care was estimated to result in an additional 
540.000 disability adjusted life years (DALYs) in 
2020 



Section 5: Public and political engagement
5.3.1 Engagement in the European Parliament 

Headline finding(s): 
• EU Parliament speeches assessed between 2014-2022 (264 058). In 2022 over 800 climate change and 1400 

health references – but only 10 (0.1%) climate change and health intersection

• Only 2 of the 10 also mentioned inequality terminology 
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Summary of the 
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between health 
and climate change 
since 1990



The need of equity oriented policies: Climate 
Inequality Report 2023 (Fig 29)



Evidence based ambitious and equitable
policies with urgency
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